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The language of interrupting presentation and practice 
 
Instructions for teachers 
 
Preparation 
Photocopy and cut up the Cards to Hold Up so that each student has one of each card. 
Photocopy and cut up the Cards to Classify so that there is one set of cards per 2 or 3 
students. You could also make one more copy of the Cards to Classify per student (not cut 
up) for students to use as an answer key and to keep for reference. 
 
Stages 
1. Give out the Cards to Hold Up. As you read out sentences from the Cards to Classify, 

students should race to be the first to lift up the correct Cards to Hold Up. 
2. Give out the packs of Cards to Classify. Students should work together to put them into 

two columns by their function. Note that some of the cards might be able to be used 
for both functions, but there is only one way of arranging them so that there are an 
equal number on each side. 

3. Either check the answers as a class or give out the additional copies of the Cards to 
Classify for students to check their own answers. 

4. Students then divide the Cards to Classify between them, one person having all the 
Interrupting cards and one person all the Getting Back on Topic cards. The students 
compete to be the first person to get rid of their cards by using them when they are 
talking about a topic of their choosing or set by the teacher. They can string several 
phrases together if they like, but all sentences must make sense and match what the 
other person is saying. 
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Cards to classify 
 

 
I’m not sure that is really very relevant. 

 

 
If I might interrupt for a moment,… 

 
To get back to what I was saying,… 

 

 
Sorry to butt in, but… 

 
As I was saying… 

 

 
Before you go on,… 

 

 
Where was I? 

 

 
Can I just…? 

 
If I can return to the original topic,… 

 

 
Sorry,… 

 
 

I’ll be coming on to that (point/ 
question) later. 

 

 
Perhaps I could… 

 

 
Anyhow,… 

 
This might be a good point to… 

 

 
Mmm. Good point. Anyway,… 

 

 

Can I bring you back to the previous 
point? 

 
Can I get back to you later on that? 

 
Before you move on… 

 

 
If I could just finish what I’m saying… 

 
Can I stop you there? 

 
 

If I could leave any questions until the 
end of this part (of…),… 

 

 
That reminds me of… 

 

 
I think I’ve already covered that. 

 
Is this a good time to…? 

 
 

That is the next point I want to get to, 
once I’ve finished… 

 

This might be the right time to say/ 
ask… 

 

 
To get back to the point at hand… 

 
Excuse me for interrupting, but… 
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Cards to hold up 
 

 
Interrupting 

 

 

Getting back on 
topic 
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